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Under Section 192 of the Hlection Law, it is mandatory
on the Board of Kleotions of each and every county to net'bnly keep &
daily record of its proceedings, but to submit an annusl rep@fﬁ to
| hhe Board 6£ Superviséra du#ing the month of Janusry. ~ From this
daily reeord in our affiea. which is opan to ﬁuhlie inspeetion, the
aceompanying snnual repart ig nade &na submitted tﬂ you at this time

ag your board will not be in seasien‘&uring the mopth of January.

The year 1920, was & record hréamer 30 the Office of
the Board of Elections in more ways than 0N, ‘mha'first'tima'in four
years. a Spring Primary was held and on thig Obc&ﬂ$0ﬂ the veta was an |
unprecedented one, for a»@resiaam%mal'primawy,:2858, votes being cast,
This may have béan-in part due Lo the unefiiciai,gﬁdieiary rrimary.
The Fall Primsry hrought out o vote of 9637, bv féﬂ:fke 1argast»vate
evey ﬁolled in the éoqnﬁy; , ﬁhe Fegistraﬁiﬁn far 1980 Eleation, totalled‘j
| 44584, of Which 58603 were raglstora& in the rural &istrmcte and 11981 |
in the ﬂity of haterhawn.-  The total vote in ﬁhe lagb Eimgtion.
exclusive of the aaldiav vote, (yeb $0 be ¢anvaasaﬁ) wag 386882, The
Enrollment made on the days of Regi,hratian gnd on Bleotivn Day Will

spproach 40000,

As will be seeﬁkby'thavrépawb‘of-the Oémmx€$aa‘on
| Blections, presented to your Honorsble Board, and which has been
adopted;‘thﬁ,eXpenaaa incident to the-alecﬁibns\sﬁow an iﬁareaae‘this
yesr af’abopx %5000, over lagt, This incresse is almos% entirely dye

$6 the second or Spring Primery, and elso to the cost of the printing,



due to the marked advence in both paper and labor, The Absentee
Voter's Bellots and the expense incident o 1%, elso sdded a few

hundred dollarss

in conrtecbion with the veference 4o the Abgentes
¥oter's Ballots, the matter of eeanmy in our office migﬁt well he
reforred to. In the first plece all of the printing necessary was
awsrded, in so far as possible,under competitive biaaiﬁgs. Koonomy
was the wabehword  and every cent that eould possibly be saved was
190&@& afters An expense of not less thaﬁ $ 7B+, was.wipad out by
resson of & change in the emblems meed in the listh ef candidates 40 be
voted for, & published in three papers., BSo far asg iajknawn‘ﬁy the
local Commissioners, the-Qnon&aga County Commissioners were the qniy
oner o @0 arvenge the omblems end printing as b0 meke this saviﬁg.
Bayly in the yoar, bthrough competitive bidding, it was found where
the small tag board boxes useé in aéaamblingwﬂhe small supplies going
to the inspectors, such as péns‘ pevholders, ink, pencils &c., could
be bought at far less expense than h@ratafore, dGEpih@ the Ffact that
there had been a marked inerease in the cost oFf meterial. This seme
firm had heretofore had an opportunity to meke bids an'thesa boxeg bub
had never aveliled ltself of thot opportunity. These boxes hed been
costing of late uraana geven and olght cents. When e bid of $13.,
L) tbaus&n& was made, the Commissioners puréhaaed a guentity sufficient
t0 last 5 few yeurs. , |

Unéar the head of aﬁonomy; 1t mey be stated that the
~ heavy psper used in wrapping the supplies‘haa been used five or six'
times and untll it bepomes so full af holes that it is no longer
availabla. Even the heavy twine fram‘the outgoing and incoming
packeges, returned to us, hes heen saved, this twine casting not less
'th&n 40 cents a pound. Heavy pasteboard tubes for holding the tally
gheeta have heen used sbout five successive years, the btown clerks and

-



eity clerk éaeh youry being directed to return $he tubes for future use,
The bills of the printers have been seanned careiully and every pffort
made to reduaa them to a minimum,

With the additional Primery this year, there haa been |
practically no let up in the wawk in the Blection Office and $ven NOW
we are in the mi&sﬁ of compiling the unprocedented Enrollment, 2 task
that takes us from the Tuesday f@llcwing Elaatian until Mareh lst,
before the Enrollment Books will be printed and resdy for a1 stribution.

The issuing of cortificates of citizenship bo registarea‘
voters anxious to ¢cross the border ﬁaa added to uhe\work_ef ovur offlce,
a8 well'aslﬁhe demand on ué twice during the peet yesr for &ﬁamg@ﬂ’aﬂ
'énrOllmant, where enrolled voters had moved from one Blection Districh
t0 anatha#, boys who had begome of age, end persons who had inadverte«
ently enrolled invthe[wronglpartyy Applications for change of
Enrollment under the last besd mesnt that the records in our office
for the past five years had to be referred to before the change could

he madé.

The chenges in the Elecbion end Primary Lew esch yoar
and the new qﬁestiang, whioh daily arise Quring tbé Ewim&r& a#ﬁ
Eleabien Campaign necessitate almost eénstént gtudy and the frequent
roferaﬁée of matters to the dttornayng@nawal'ﬂar his &e?ision. The
Abgentee Voter's Ballots, and ﬁhé applications therefor, made it
necessary for the clerk of our board, who took almest exclusive charge
~of this work, to devote practically a month snswering aﬁplications.
inquiries and sending our blank epplications, filing applications in
proper garm. sgcertaining wheother they were qualified voters of the
- distriet where they claimed the right to vote and ﬁinally in sending
. out the ballots fdx marking end latery ﬁiatributing them in the prOpar‘

~districts. There is no reason to doubt that the nﬁmh@r'nf‘applicutions

gnd ballots will be materially incressed from year %o years
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five yoars, during whiech time such persons have never asppeared.

This year a school of instruction was held in almost
evgry town in the county and a8lgo in this eit& in order that the
1nspeatcfs of election and clevks might beiter quelify themgélveé to
perform the duties devolving on them. When the retuﬁns were regeived,
the Commissioners found that there was a marked 1mprdvément in the
work'aohg ana we would recommend s continusnce of these schools of

instruction,

It 48 8 mourge of great pleasure to the G@mmiasi@ners\
to know that no roturns ever senmt out of our office to the Secretary
of State have been returned for corrsotions, and to hear th$ high
compliments paild to our c¢lerk by Deputy Sesretery of State A. B, Parker
and by Henry G. Adams; who is head of the State Rlection Buresu in the
Office aﬂ"%he Seeretary of State, they telling us that the returms from
Jefferson County aﬁe always among the very first o be received and that
in nestness aﬁa SCOUYECY none oxcells ours. We are,advisedithaﬁ Work
from this office to Albany hag been held wp as & model for other
Blection Offices to follow.

In copelusion, we wish to thenk the members of your
 Honorable Board for the many favors shown, snd extend 8 cordisl
invitation to you %o visit our office at any time, and booome

sequainted with the work in which we are engaged.

ﬂllvaffwhiah“ia regpectfully submitted.
Dated December 7th, 1920,

By,

Commissionersa.




